April 8, 2009

Honourable Kathleen Wynne

Minister of Education

Province of Ontario

900 Bay Street

Mowat Block 

Toronto, Ontario 

M7A 1L2

Dear Minister Wynne:

Re: Appointment of Mary Ann Robillard as Trustee for Ward 8 by Supervisory Team

In today’s Toronto Star Mr. Hartmann is quoted as saying the Supervision Team “was not concerned about Mary Ann Robillard ties with Carroll”. I am just wondering why that information was withheld from the public, also the Team failed to disclose her constituency work for Oliver Carroll the then Trustee for Ward 8. 

I believe in the interest of full disclosure and transparency Mr. Hartmann should recognize that the public would be concerned. Mary Ann Robillard is not known to me personally and she may well be very qualified and a great person, that is not the problem or the question. With 20 or more candidates why did the supervisory team not move forward? Instead they made the decision to appoint a Carroll supporter who at various times was both his mentor and his minion; this is at odds with the process undertaken by a Catholic Supporter at great expense to remove a Trustee that showed such contempt for the Board.  

This decision to make this kind of an appointment appears to show disrespect for the Judge by replacing Mr. Carroll with someone who has a direct relationship to Mr. Carroll, this would suggest that the pool from which the selection was made was so poor that they had to reach into the past and choose not to go forward with a choice that would have conveyed to Parents and Catholic Supporters that change was on the way at the TCDSB. 

I am concerned that this is window dressing for the Supervisory team to continue until the next election. What this appointment has brought to light is that the Supervisor Mr. Hartmann who is the decider at the TCDSB is usually in a conflict of interest situation whenever he presides over many aspects of the administration of the Board. 

Mr. Hartmann’s wife and daughter are employees of the TCDSB, is this not the same situation that caused the removal of Mr. Carroll by the Judge in finding that he was in a conflict of interest situation?
It begs the question – was it appropriate for Mr. Hartmann to have chaired the meeting on Monday April 6th? 
When the board is re-instated Mrs. Robillard would be in a position to make decisions that would impact Mr. Hartmann’s direct family members.

Minister I believe at this time the mere appearance of a conflict of interest is enough for you to act in replacing Mr. Hartmann as the supervisor for the TCDSB.  We are all aware that the Trustees (12) influenced each other and acted in many ways not in keeping with the public interest. 
I can only imagine that when decisions rest in the hand of one individual, (sometimes two).  We expect the integrity and conduct of that individual should be beyond reproach, I expect that at a minimum that individual would not ever be thought of or considered to be in a position to violate the Municipal Act as it relates to “Conflict of Interest”
Minister Wynne you appointed this Supervision Team to do a job that we believe has continually gone wanting as we learned about one fiasco to the next. I hope at this point we can count on you to rescind the appointment of the Supervisor, and replace him immediately. Also it would be good for those of us who support publicly funded catholic education to see a bi-election called to replace the Trustee for Ward 8.
I look forward to your response and appreciate your time and effort.

Sincerely,
Murielle Boudreau

c.c:
Norbert Hartmann: Ministry Supervisor  

Norm Forma: Associate Supervisor

Ann Perron: Interim Director of Education

All TCDSB Trustees

John Stunt: OCSTA

Andre Marin: Office of the Ombudsman
