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May 19, 2008

The Chair and Trustees

Toronto Catholic District School Board

80 Sheppard Avenue, East

Toronto, ON

Trustees

Re: Trustee Expense

We write to you of our embarrassment, disbelief, shock and pain experienced as a result of reading the Hartmann report and coming closer to realising a culture of abuse of Trustee Expenses in the TCDSB.

We believe that those who took the time to write to us – said it best (we are attaching excerpts from some of what we heard) normally when there is an issue of interest to parents we hear both sides of the issue and some middle ground. Our surprise is the overwhelming number of parents and catholic supporters who are hurt, dismayed and feel that the board is not worthy to continue, that the status quo not be allowed to remain. You have as a result heard our spokesperson commenting in the media, expressing views from what we were hearing. 

Notwithstanding these concerns we met and decided to make a few recommendations of ways that can lead to repairing the distrust you created.

1. We accept all the recommendations made in the Hartmann report, and hope that the Board would meet and implement the recommendations immediately.

2. That the Ministry of Education should ensure that the money is recovered and used to offset cuts trustees made that negatively impacted Catholic Students

3. That a Policy be put in place to change how Trustees are managed. We believe that the accounting department at the Board should be reviewed, and that the Director of Education ensure those serving in the Accounting department are competent and make payments based on generally accepted accounting principals and not on political influence and that they are not influenced by Trustees or Senior Staff as part of ensuring this never happens again.

4. That Trustees initiate a public relations campaign at no cost to the Board, each Trustee in their local ridings working over a period to reassure constituents and make sure publicly funded catholic education continues as a viable system. 

5. That as a good faith gesture – proposed cuts to Kindergarten programs not be made as a way of doing something directly for students and parents who continue to support the TCDSB.

6. Those communities who are going through the ARC process be guaranteed that the review of schools for closure is transparent, not based on back room deals to reward one Trustee over the other and that even if a school is recommended for closure that the local community be given a full explanation why – with the assurance that Trustees have taken the time to listen to them and have made informed decisions.

7. Those Trustees found to be “criminally responsible” resign and not hang on to their positions that will only weaken the board and bring publicly funded catholic education into disrepute.

8. Trustees should remember Christian values and before voting on changing policies to reward themselves ask, “What would Jesus do?”

At the end of the day we hope that Publicly Funded Catholic Education can survive, despite our calls for culpable Trustees to resign – we were hoping that all Trustees were not tainted by this scandal. However, that would appear to be the case and we are now asking that a process to clean up the system be initiated immediately.

Sincerely,

Murielle Boudreau

Chair

GTCPN

